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57 ABSTRACT

A software package manager uses a distribution unit con-
taining components for a software package and a manifest
file that describes the distribution unit to manage the instal-
lation, execution, and uninstallation of software packages on
a computer. Information in the manifest file pertaining to a
software package is stored in a code store data structure
upon installation of the package. The manifest file also
contains information that permits the software package
manager to resolve any software dependencies upon instal-
lation. The software package manager uses the code store
data structure to locate the required components when the
software is executed and to remove the components appro-
priately when the software is uninstalled.

47

MONITOR

i
]
20
: SYSTEM .
| 1
APPLICATION | 36
"l PROGRAMS SYSTEM BUS 1’
34
‘ OTHER | 37 32 33 ]
| I LOCAL AREA NETWORK
| f.«%%%@ HARD DISK MAGN{)E;:SEDISK ogFEl'SEAL sggrlGL
| |N'IPEF2\I-{E«CE INTERFACE INTERFACE | | INTERFACE
! PROGRAM - "
¢ DATA ,2__:4_. m 27 E 2 a 1
T f __________ 54 yiDE AREA NETWORK
td < \

| B

.-~ 35 36 37 38
- OGRAM
OPERATING [ APPLICATION | OTHER | PR
SYSTEM OGRAMS | PROGRAM |  DATA

© &

52

- [;:rf 49| SR
31 [resa] D
42
R [ooo_|

APPLICATION

40
50
361 pROGRAMS



